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Guidelines for new plot holders
Welcome to your new plot. Please read and follow these guidelines which have been developed for new plot holders.
Attached is a copy of the full rules for your information. We recommend that you take time to read the rules before you sign your Agreement at the end of the trial period.
 The Association
The Kidbrooke Park Allotment Association (KPAA) manages the allotment facility on behalf of Greenwich Council. The KPAA has an active committee of volunteers to ensure the smooth running of the allotments for everyone’s enjoyment. Details of the Committee Members are provided on the current edition of the newsletter which is displayed in the shop window.

Shop facility
We have a shop which is open during the times shown in the window. Composts, canes, seeds and fertilisers can be purchased at discount rates.
Toilet facility
There is a toilet and wash basin onsite next to the shop. You will have been given a key to the toilet along with the main gate key.  There is a drinking water tap in this facility. Please leave this facility in a clean and tidy state.
[image: image1.png]


Free manure and wood chippings
We are fortunate to receive frequent deliveries of both manure and wood chippings which you can help yourself to.
Newsletter
The Committee produce a newsletter which is displayed in the shop window after each meeting. It is also emailed to any plot holder who has an email address.

Website
We have a website on which we keep useful information about the allotments and also the latest edition of the newsletter together with back copies. The website can be viewed at www.kpaa.org.uk   
Plot Fees

The plots are referred to in measurements of rods. One square rod is the equivalent of about 25 square metres, which means a 10 square rod plot is about 250 square metres and a 5 square rod plot is about 125 square metres. The fee is calculated per rod and is set by Greenwich Council on an annual basis at the beginning of the year. The current fee per rod of allotment land is £6.70. There are concession rates for certain situations. If you feel you may be eligible for a concession rate then please speak to the Committee member who introduced you to your plot.
Maintaining your plot
As a new plot holder it can be quite daunting to cultivate a large area.   Do ask any of the Committee Members should you have any questions about what to grow and when to sow it. 
The job is more manageable if the plot is divided up into sections so that you can focus on ‘bite sized chunks’ rather than trying to tackle the whole plot at once. You are required to plant up your plot (the extent will depend on the season) and keep weeds under control. You are expected to at least have cleared all the weeds from your plot before the end of your trial period. Weed seeds must not be allowed to ripen and blow onto neighbouring plots nor must any perennial weeds such as bindweed, be allowed to travel under paths onto your neighbour’s plots.
Some plot holders focus on fruit and veg, others on flowers or a mix of both. It is up to you what you grow as the key thing is to enjoy yourself and cultivate the plot. If planting fruit trees, these need to be on dwarf rootstocks.
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Access to the allotments
Please look after your gate key carefully and report any difficulty or fault with the gate padlock to a Member of the Committee. A deposit of £5 is required for the gate key. The gate must be kept locked at all times. On occasions, there may be a ‘Please leave the gate open sign’ displayed to allow access for deliveries. Plot holders must not give their allotment key to anyone else nor have additional keys cut. In addition, plot holders must not allow anyone else access to the allotments even if they claim to be a fellow plot holder, unless you know that to be the case.
Access to your plot
Plot holders are not allowed onto other plot holders plots without their prior permission. You are responsible for ensuring that your guests follow the allotment rules.
Dogs
Plot holder’s dogs must be kept on leads and off neighbouring plots at all times.
Cycling
Cycling to the allotment site is encouraged providing you use the tarmac pathways. Cycling is not permitted on any of the pathways between plots.
Cars
Please drive slowly to the car park and be aware that children may be about. Parking should be such that exhaust fumes are not directed on the nearby plots.
Bonfires
[image: image3.jpg]


Bonfires are not allowed on weekdays as they cause a nuisance for the School and the Recall offices. Bonfires may be lit at the weekend, on bank holidays and during the evenings after 5pm providing the smoke does not affect neighbouring plot holders. Fires must be put out when leaving and not left to burn on their own. Inflammable fluid of any type must not be used to start fires.
Rubber, plastic and old carpet must not be burnt; this type of rubbish must be removed by the plot holder and taken to the local recycling centre or placed in the skip if there is one onsite at the time. 

Rubbish
Rubbish from plots must not be left on communal areas or neighbouring plots. Woody and diseased material should be burnt and other green matter composted.
Skips
These are provided at least twice a year for plot holders to get rid of rubbish from their plots which cannot be burnt or composted. Rubbish from plot holders homes must not be placed in the skips, such action is likely to result in the plot holder losing their plot.
Mulching the ground/Carpets
Carpet is not allowed to be used as a means of suppressing weeds. The breakdown of synthetic material causes toxins to be released into the soil. Soil can be mulched with either manure, black plastic or horticultural fabric.
Path maintenance
Each plot holder is responsible for keeping the length of tarmac path next to their plot clear of weeds and obstructions. Paths between plots must be at least 600mm (2 feet) wide and the centre line of the path must align with the middle of the stone markers at the end of the plot. You are responsible for maintaining the edge of the path and you must not undercut the edge to cause it to become unstable. Paths must not be obstructed as this will impede other plot holders’ access. You are responsible for cutting the grass along your eastern boundary and at the back of your plot.
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Compost bins and sheds must not be placed at the very edge of the path as this will prevent wheelbarrow access. Fruit trees and plant growth must not be allowed to grow over the path.
Sheds
On your plot you are allowed one shed of up to 2.4m x 1.5m (8 foot x 6 foot).
Livestock
Domestic livestock of any kind cannot be kept on the plots.
Fencing
Fencing is not permitted around plots.
Noise
Please do not make loud noises or play loud music or radios such that it will disturb your fellow plot holders.
Health & Safety
It is important that you always take care when working on the allotments. If you feel there is a Health & Safety issue you should report it immediately to the Health & Safety Officer, Eve Hoyte (Plot 11). Should you need a First Aider, there are two trained. These are Eve Hoyte (Plot 11) and Zoe Bes-Green (Plot 26B). A first aid kit is kept in the toilet facility, however, even though we aim to keep this fully stocked regularly, we do advise all plot holders to make sure they have basic first aid supplies with them onsite.
Key Health & Safety points to remember:
· Don’t run around the allotment site
· Drive very slowly onsite due to children being present
· Keep any chemicals either locked up on site or take them home with you
· Don’t leave tools lying on the ground especially pathways
· When using canes to support plants always never force them into the ground and keep your face clear. After inserting the cane, place a cap or water bottle on the top to prevent eye injury.
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Have FUN tending your plot!
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